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HORIZONS
does not invalidate biological difference, making for a psychological ideal of a "healthy composite" of maleness and femaleness. On the contrary, such "gender bending" possibilities tell us that our understanding of being male and being female has been partial and overly influenced by a complementarity model. Neither does bisexuality or homosexuality negate biological sexual difference. Rather, these sexual orientations represent further information about being male and being female, qua male and qua female. To be lesbian, for example, is not to belong to a subgroup that is deviantly female; rather, being lesbian broadens the palette of what "female, made in the image of God" signifies.
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Nevertheless, it must be recognized that the theological tradition is replete not with stories of males and stories of females, but with male female binaries. Most Christian images of females, in particular, depict women exclusively in relationship to men, and these relationships are marked by patterns of dominance and submission that pervade the tradition in ways that have become conflated with theories about an essential female "psycho physical structure." Some of these social constructs and the power politics they represent are easy to recognize, as with the parallel "male is to female as Christ is to the Church." 51 Some point to more complex issues, such as the association 5 0 Another article would be required to discuss why critical essentialism would not, a prion, imply complementarity. Two points will have to suffice. First, on theological grounds, one must reject the implicit presupposition that androgyny conveys a fuller "image of God" than maleness or femaleness alone, a sort of "federalist" approach to mystery. While the tradition holds that humanity as male and as female is a fact of revelation, it makes no sense theologically to say that male and female together constitute "more" revelation. Secondly, on epistemological grounds, one must reject the claim that any knowledge of "female" and "male" immediately requires a theory of complementarity, as the terms themselves are inherently relational. While it is true that, with regard to knowledge, any specificity comes into relief only in the presence of difference, the fact that all knowing is relational does not entail that complementary relationality characterizes every particular instance of knowing. 
